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Dates to Remember

Denali Science Fair
April 7 - 10

State Science Fair
April 11-13

Volume 3, Issue 6

What you should do this final week:

Finish up!

Complete your
collection

experiment or

Analyze observations and write
up your results

Write, type, and proofread final

mount them to your display

Finish constructing your display,
including graphs, charts, and
visual aids

version of written reports™
(background research, project
report, abstract)

Have photographs developed
and enlarged

Type explanations or
background information and

Denali Science Fair Committee

Sonya Davis Melissa Mathis

davis_sonya@asdk12.org

mathis_Melissa@asdk12.org

Week 1 (March31 B April 4) March 27, 2007
One Week Until the Science Fair!

Dear Parents,

This is the last week to finish up science fair projects! Students
need to make sure that they have projects in by the due date,
Wednesday, March 7'"l Beginning this week, they can pre-register
their projects on Friday, March 2" by completing the registration
form (page 3) and leaving it in the classroom. When students
pre-register, they will also need to have their projects ready to be
left in the classroom. Projects that are pre-registered will be put
on display either by the classroom teacher, the committee and/or
volunteers. Regular registration will take place Monday through
Wednesday of next week (March 5, 6, and 7) in the morning
before school.

The last two years our volunteers manned the registration tables
for 3 days, helped students, and judged. They did an awesome
and invaluable job with our many official entries! We can still use
a few more volunteers to help us out with this year® fair. You
don® need experience, just an interest and willingness to
participate! You@l have a list of criteria, other judges, and a
judging orientation. Please pick up a volunteer form on the
science bulletin board located just outside the office. Return it to

the basket on the table or email Ms. Davis or Ms. Mathis at the
addresses listed on the bottom of thjg

newsletter.

We still need science fair
volunteers!

Judging & the Personal Interview

During the science fair your project will be evaluated based on judging
and the personal interview. Since our primary goal is to encourage an
interest in science, we do not judge competitively. With the exception
of a few exceptional projects, all students get a similar ribbon of
participation.

Judging - Science fair projects are judged according to: originality,
use of scientific process and procedure, individual effort, whether you
follow the science fair rules, creativity, neatness, and accuracy.

The Interview - Being prepared is the key to a good presentation.
You can practice answering questions ahead of time by having your
parents, or teacher quiz you about your project. You might also
consider giving a small presentation in front of your class before the
fair. See next page for specific hints.




Your Interview with the Judges

Ahead of time:

¥ Practice summarizing or explaining your
project in a few minutes.

¥ Think about the questions you the judges
might ask and practice answering those. Be
prepared to talk about:
¥Where you got your idea
¥ Who helped you
¥How you did it and what you found out
¥Why it is important to you
¥ What you learned from your research and

from your experiment
¥Problems you might have had
¥Things you found interesting or would like
to investigate further

When you are interviewed be sure to:

¥ Speak clearly and with confidence.

¥ Speak respectfully to anyone asking you
about your project.

¥ Use your board as you speak about it: point
out graphs, illustrations, etc.

¥ Show your interest in your project.

¥ Show what is creative, unique, or special
about your project.

¥ If you®e asked something you don® know,

just say Q don® know.O

Ask for suggestions.

Thank the judges and others who show.

For more information:

www.sciencebuddies.org
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The Display Board: Final Tips

Make a small sketch of where everything will
go. Lay it out before you glue anything down
to make sure it looks good.

Design what the "center" of your board will
be. This is where everyone will look first. Will
it be the title or pictures? Everything else
should be placed around this.

When you set up your board, put things
together in an order that makes sense.
Remember, we read from left to right so put
stuff you did near the end (like the conclusion)
on the right side of the board.

If you are writing an abstract as part of your
project it should be stacked together and
placed in front of your display board.

Cut straight! Glue on straight!

Calendar: Keeping Your Project on Track

(Week 6) Mar. 31 b Apr. 4 Finish up!

April 3 - 4 (previous date incorrect) Pre-Registration

April 7 B 10 Registration, Project Drop- off

*Wednesday morning, April 9'" absolute last day
to reqister projects for judging! Projects after this
date may be displayed, but will NOT be judged or
scored.

April 11- 13
Alaska State Science and Engineering Fair

The Alaska State Science and Engineering
Fair -- Why Go?

The Alaska State Science Fair is open to
all elementary students. It is open for viewing
Saturday, as long as you don® get in the way
of judging.

There are projects from throughout the
state and through all grades, providing
opportunity to see a wide variety of projects.
It@ especially interesting to see the many
different ideas that students chose to research
or turn into an experiment. You can get ideas
on future projects, additional things to
investigate about your own project, and learn
new ways to display. Different scientific groups
have specialists such as engineers, biologists,
geologists, meteorologists, etc. there looking
at the projects in their particular field. If your
project fits into one of those categories, it
might be evaluated by one of them or you
might be interviewed. All in all, it@ a
wonderful way to learn more about science.

Alaska State Science and Engineering Fair at Begich Middle School on East Debarr

Registration: Fri., 5 B 8:30; Entry form, pay $5 entry fee, set up project, and get your Science Fair T-shirt.
Request projects be brought in during that period by last name: 5B 6 pm, A-H, 6-7 pm, |-P, and 7-8 pm,

Q-Z. Register on-line ahead to make it easy.

2008 Regqistration Schedule (PDF)

Entry Schedule: http://www.alaskasciencefair.org/2008% 20ASEF% 20Forms/2008ReqistrationSchedule.pdf

Judging and viewing: Elementary and Middle School: Sat. 9 b 1pm; Pick up projects Sat. 4-7, Sun. 1-4.

Awards Ceremony b Sunday, 1 B3 pm,




Denali Science Fair
Registration Form

Name(s)

Grade

Room Number

Project Title:
Type of Entry: Individual Team Class
Type of Project:
Experiment/Investigation Hobby/Collection Kit/Model Research Demonstration

Dho you plan to enter your project in the State Science Fair (Registration, March
9M?

Yes No

*Do you need an electrical outlet for your project display?

Yes No

*Electrical items must be safe! Please make sure that your experiment will not be
a hazard to others who view, or come into contact with it!

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE!

Project Location

Table # Project #

Interviewed by Date




