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 Dear Parent s, 
 

The science fair is only t wo short  weeks away!   St udent s should 
read t he inform at ion in t his weekÕs let t er  pert aining t o what  t hey  
should be doing t his week t o com plet e t he project  on t im e.  This 
fift h issue of  our  newslet t er  provides you wit h inform at ion about  
the collect ion or hobby as a science fair ent ry, and about  science 
fair guidelines.   These guidelines are im port ant  to help st udents 
underst and what  m ay not  be brought  to school dur ing t he science 
fair.      
 
 
 

We st ill need a few volunteers t o help us out  w it h t his yearÕs 
science fair.   You donÕt  need exper ience, j ust  an interest  and 
willingness t o part icipate!   Please pick  up a volunteer  form  on t he 
science bullet in board locat ed j ust  out side the off ice.  Ret urn it  t o 
the basket  on the table or em ail Ms. Davis or Ms. Mat his at  t he 
addresses listed on t he bot t om  of t his newslet ter .     
 

 
 
 
The Science Fair Com m it tee 
 
 
 
 
 

Dat es t o  Rem em b er  
 

Denali Science Fair 
Apr il 7 -  10 

 
State Science Fair 

Apr il 11 -  13 
 

Nex t  I ssu e  
 

!  Finishing Up 
!  Judging and Person 

Interview 
!  Display Board 
!  Registration Form 
 

 

Def i n e  &  Re f i n e 
 

Work on the second draft  of your  
report  (background and/ or project ) . 
 

Start  assem bling your d isplay board 
(or  planning the final layout ) . 
 

Begin designing signs,  labels,  chart s,  
graphs,  or other  v isual aids. 
 

Writ e t ext  (headings)  for background 
display and plan it s layout . 
 

Cont inue t o exper im ent  and/ or  
record observat ions from  
experim ent . 
 

Take any photographs you need. 
 

          Pr o j ect :  Co l lect i on / Hob b y  
 
 

A collect ionÑ and often som eoneÕs hobbyÑ is an assem bly of 
item s showing a part icular  characterist ic or a range of  
characterist ics within a cert ain area of science.  Collect ions can 
range from  a collect ion of clay m odels of dinosaurs, pict ures 
giving exam ples of certain kinds of anim als, or plant s t o a 
collect ion of rocks or shells t hat  show a part icular variat ion.  
Good organizat ion, clear labeling, inform at ive descript ions, and 
evidence of background inform at ion m ake t hese project s a great  
learning t ool for  t he collector and t he observer.  Ot her collect ion 
ideas are:  seeds, flower ( pictures or  real) ,  t ypes of anim als ( a 
species, or herbivores, carnivores, om nivores) ,  types of energy,  
and t ypes of bone st ruct ure ( j oint s, et c.) .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W e st i l l  n eed  scien ce f a i r  
vo lu n t eer s !    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calen d a r :  Keep in g  Yo u r  Pr o j ect  
on  Tr ack  

 

These are t he last  two weeks to 
comp lete your science fair  project !   
Please reme mb er  that  all project s can 
be regist ered beginning Apr il 4 th..      

 

( W eek  5 )         Mar . 2 4  -  2 8  
                               Define and Refine 

 

( W eek  6 )    M ar . 3 1  Ð Ap r . 4  
                    Finish up!  
 

Ap r i l  4  -  5  

    Pre-Regist rat ion 
 

Ap r i l  7  -  1 0  
Regist rat ion, Project  Drop- of f  

 

* W ed n esd a y  m or n i n g , A p r i l  9 t h , i s 
t h e  ab so lu t e  l ast  d a y  f o r  p r o j ect s 

t o  b e  r eg ist e r ed  f o r  j u d g i n g !   
Pr o j ect s b r ou g h t  i n  a f t e r  t h i s d a t e  

m ay  b e  p u t  o n  d i sp la y , b u t  w i l l  
n o t  b e  j u d g ed  o r  scor ed . 

 
Ap r i l  1 1 -  1 3  

A lask a St a t e  Scie n ce an d  
En g in ee r in g  Fa i r   

 

Di sp l ay i n g  Yo u r  Pr o j ect :  Th e Pr o j ect  Bo ar d  
 

As explained in the last  issue, depending upon the type of project  
that  you enter (experim ent , dem onst rat ion, m odel build ing, research 
poster,  collect ion/ hobby) , your  board w ill need to d isplay cer tain 
elem ents. Specific inform at ion about  display ing the proj ect  board for  
the exper im ent , dem onst rat ion, m odel, and research poster were 
discussed in issue 4.  Below you will find inform at ion about  d isplaying 
a collect ion or hobby.  But  rem em ber, although t he layout  and 
inform at ion will be different , you m ust  st ill include a background 
research and a bibliography sect ion.  I t  is im portant  that  you give 
credit  and acknowledge sources and people who helped you.    
 

 

Displaying the Hob by or Collec tion  
  

Depending upon the specific inst ruct ions given for your  science fair ,  
Òscience fair guidelinesÓ, you m ay not  be able t o display your 
collect ion dur ing the fair .   I t  is for th is reason that  your d isplay board 
m ust  contain p ictures and/ or photos of your collect ion.  Make sure 
that  you clearly label pict ures and photos, and include inform at ive 
descript ions of what  t hey are showing.  You m ust  also have ev idence 
of background research.  Your evidence of background research w ill 
be t he writ t en por t ion of t he display board.  Wr it e separate 
paragraphs on different  topics as they relate to your collect ion.  For  
exam ple,  if your collect ion is flowers, you w ill want  a paragraph 
describ ing each type of flower in depth.     

Sci en ce Fai r  Gu id el i n es 
 

When enter ing a science fair proj ect , there are 
som e im portant  rules to follow.  Do  N o t  Br i n g  
any of the following it em s:  
 

¥ No liv ing organisms  (plants, anima ls, m icrobes, 
bact er ia)  

¥ Taxidermy  specime ns or part s 
¥ Hum an or anima l food 
¥ Preserved vert ebrat e or  invertebrate anim als 
¥ Hum an/ Anima l part s or body fluids ( except ions:  

teeth, hair , nails, and dr ied anima ls bones)  
¥ Chemi cal Liquids of any kind  
¥ No open cont ainers of liquid and reme mb er  to 

label your bot t les to indicate what  is inside. 
¥ Anything that  could be hazardous is also 

PROHI BI TED FROM DI SPLAY.  
This includes:  
Open f lame s  
Flamm able gases, l iquids or highly comb ust ible 
solids,  or  tanks which have contained the sam e  
Any chemi cals or drugs  
Firearm s, amm unit ion 
Dry I ce  
Loose sharp objects ( pins, tacks, knives, 
needles, syr inges et c.)  
Breakable object s (beakers, test  tubes, slides)  
unless t hey  are firml y at tached to the project  
Elect r ical or  hot  appliances t hat  are not  
proper ly insulated ( t hey m ust  be UL approved 
elect r ical ma ter ials,  i.e. extension cords/ surge 
suppressors.)    

 

Please t ake these rules into considerat ion when 
planning your proj ect .  Rem em ber you m ay use 
som e of t hese it em s t o conduct  an experim ent ,  
but  you m ay not  bring t hem  to school! 
 
 

Ju d g i n g  Gu id el i n es 
 

DenaliÕs j udging cr it eria t his year w ill follow t he 
stateÕs j udging guidelines. Our check list  last  year  
it em ized the part s of the proj ect  and signs of 
student  understanding. The state rat ings cover 
the t rait s we it em ized. Their goal and our as well 
is to balance th inking, creat ivity , understanding, 
an d  presentat ion. 
 

  Rat ing Scale:   1,  2,  3,   
 

1 .  Descr ibed t rait  or  process present  t o a high degree. 
2 .  Trait  or  cr it er ia present  though a sma ll piece m ay 
be m issing. 
3 .  Trait  or  cr it er ia m ay be present  but  not  well 
developed. 
 
 

I . Process Rat ing:   Evidence of logical thought  process 
for gather ing and processing inform at ion;  using process 
skills such as observat ion,  me asureme nt ,  inference, 
comm unicat ion, etc.;  use of scient ific me t hod and all it s 
part s. 
 
 

I I .  Underst anding Rat ing:  The st udent  is able to 
explain or demo nst rate t he ideas learned in doing t he 
project  and t he ways t he proj ect  mi ght  be expanded or  
changed in the future. 
 
 
 

I I I .  Creat iv it y/ Child Centered Rat ing:  The proj ect  
reflects t he childÕs interest ;  t he project  topic is unique 
or the st udentÕs approach is creat ive.  
 
 
 

I V. Presentat ion Rat ing:   Project  is pleasing, 
understandable, clear , age appropriate:   student  
understanding is reflected in logs, journals, and 
addit ional w rit t en explanat ions.  
 



 
Graphs 

Bar Graph:  A bar graph is a fast way to show big differences and to show relationships between groups.  It can 
include two or more items being compared.  These items don’t need to affect each other.  
A bar graph looks like this:  

 
www.school.discovery.com 
Line Graph:  A line graph shows information or data over time.  It makes it easy to see how the data is 
changing.  This graph shows the effect of one thing on another, such as the effect of the independent variable on 
a dependent variable. A line graph looks like this: 

 
 
A Circle or Pie Graph: 
A circle graph shows clearly how a part of something is related to the whole or how proportions relate to a 
whole. It is used to show percentages clearly. A circle graph looks like this: 
 

 
 
From the Internet Public Library: Science Fair Graphs   Also from school.discovery.com/sciencefaircentral 


