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2 Weeks Until the Science Fair!

Dear Parents,

The science fair is only two short weeks away! Students should
. o read the information in this week@® letter pertaining to what they
Inside this issue: should be doing this week to complete the project on time. This

Week 5: Design & Refine 1 fifth issue of our newsletter provides you with information about
Project: Collection/Hobby 1 the collection or hobby as a science fair entry, and about science
) ) fair guidelines. These guidelines are important to help students
Display Board: Collection/Hobby 2 . .
understand what may not be brought to school during the science
Science Fair Guidelines 2 fair.
Judging Guidelines 2
Calendar 2 We still need a few volunteers to help us out with this year®
Display Board: Data (Graphs) 3 science fair. You don® need experience, just an interest and
willingness to participate! Please pick up a volunteer form on the
Next Issue science bulletin board located just outside the office. Return it to
| Finishing Up the basket on the table or email Ms. Davis or Ms. Mathis at the

of this newsletter.

addresses listed on the bot

1 Judging and Person
Interview

t  Display Board

t  Registration Form

We still need science fair

volunteers!
Dates to Remember
Denali Science Fair L\
April 7 - 10

State Science Fair R ~ .
April 11 - 13 A collectionN and often someone@ hobbyNis an assembly of

= items showing a particular characteristic or a range of
characteristics within a certain area of science. Collections can
range from a collection of clay models of dinosaurs, pictures
giving examples of certain kinds of animals, or plants to a
collection of rocks or shells that show a particular variation.
Work on the second draft of your | Good organization, clear labeling, informative descriptions, and

Project: Collection/ Hobby

What you should do this week:

Define & Refine

report (background and/or project). evidence of background information make these projects a great
Start assembling your display board | learning tool for the collector and the observer. Other collection
(or planning the final layout). ideas are: seeds, flower (pictures or real), types of animals (a

species, or herbivores, carnivores, omnivores), types of energy,

Begin designing signs, labels, charts, and types of bone structure (joints, etc.).

graphs, or other visual aids.

Write text (headings) for background
display and plan its layout. Denali Science Fair Committee

Continue to experiment and/or Sonya Davis Melissa Mathis

record observations from davis_sonya@asdk12.org mathis_Melissa@asdk12.org
experimen t.

Take any photographs you need.




Science Fair Guidelines

When entering a science fair project, there are
some important rules to follow. Do Not Bring

any of the following items:

¥ No living organisms (plants, animals, microbes,
bacteria)

¥ Taxidermy specimens or parts

¥ Human or animal food

¥ Preserved vertebrate or invertebrate animals

¥ Human/Animal parts or body fluids (exceptions:
teeth, hair, nails, and dried animals bones)

¥ Chemical Liquids of any kind

¥ No open containers of liquid and remember to
label your bottles to indicate what is inside.

¥ Anything that could be hazardous is also
PROHIBITED FROM DI SPLAY.
This includes:
Open flames
Flamm able gases, liquids or highly comb ustible
solids, or tanks which have contained the same
Any chemicals or drugs
Firearms, amm unition
Dry Ice
Loose sharp objects (pins, tacks, knives,
needles, syringes etc.)
Breakable objects (beakers, test tubes, slides)
unless they are firmly attached to the project
Electrical or hot appliances that are not
properly insulated (they must be UL approved
electrical materials, i.e. extension cords/surge
suppressors.)

Please take these rules into consideration when
planning your project. Remember you may use
some of these items to conduct an experiment,
but you may not bring them to school!

Judging Guidelines

Denali® judging criteria this year will follow the
state® judging guidelines. Our checklist last year
itemized the parts of the project and signs of
student understanding. The state ratings cover
the traits we itemized. Their goal and our as well
is to balance thinking, creativity, understanding,
and presentation.

Rating Scale: 1, 2, 3,

1. Described trait or process present to a high degree.
2. Trait or criteria present though a small piece may
be missing.

3. Trait or criteria may be present but not well
developed.

I. Process Rating: Evidence of logical thought process
for gathering and processing information; using process
skills such as observation, measurement, inference,
comm unication, etc.; use of scientific method and all its
parts.

1. Understanding Rating: The student is able to
explain or demonstrate the ideas learned in doing the
project and the ways the project might be expanded or
changed in the future.

1. Creativity/Child Centered Rating: The project
reflects the child@ interest; the project topic is unique
or the student® approach is creative.

IV. Presentation Rating: Project is pleasing,
understandable, clear, age appropriate: student
understanding is reflected in logs, journals, and
additional written explanations.

Displaying Your Project: The Project Board

Calendar: Keeping Your Project
on Track

As explained in the last issue, depending upon the type of project
that you enter (experiment, demonstration, model building, research
poster, collection/hobby), your board will need to display certain
elements. Specific information about displaying the project board for
the experiment, demonstration, model, and research poster were
discussed in issue 4. Below you will find information about displaying
a collection or hobby. But remember, although the layout and
information will be different, you must still include a background
research and a bibliography section. It is important that you give
credit and acknowledge sources and people who helped you.

Displaying the Hob by or Collec tion

Depending upon the specific instructions given for your science fair,
Gscience fair guidelinesQ you may not be able to display your
collection during the fair. It is for this reason that your display board
must contain pictures and/or photos of your collection. Make sure
that you clearly label pictures and photos, and include informative
descriptions of what they are showing. You must also have evidence
of background research. Your evidence of background research will
be the written portion of the display board. Write separate
paragraphs on different topics as they relate to your collection. For
example, if your collection is flowers, you will want a paragraph

These are the last two weeks to
complete your science fair project!
Please remember that all projects can
be registered beginning April 4'"..

(Week 5) Mar. 24 - 28

Define and Refine

(Week 6) Mar. 31 b Apr. 4
Finish up!

April 4 - 5
Pre-Registration

April 7 - 10
Registration, Project Drop- off

*Wednesday morning, April 9" is
the absolute last day for projects
to be reqistered for judging!
Projects brouaght in after this date
may be put on display, but will
not be judged or scored.

April 11- 13
Alaska State Science and
Engineering Fair




Graphs

Bar Graph: A bar graph is a fast way to show big differences and to show relationships between groups. It can
include two or more items being compared. These items don’t need to affect each other.

A bar graph looks like this:
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LineGraph: A line graph shows information or data over time. It makes it easy to see how the data is
changing. This graph shows the effect of one thing on another, such as the effect of the independent variable on

a dependent variable. A line graph looks like this:
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A Circleor PieGraph:

A circle graph shows clearly how a part of something is related to the whole or how proportions relate to a
whole. It is used to show percentages clearly. A circle graph looks like this:
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From the Internet Public Library: Science Fair Graphs Also from school.discovery.com/sciencefaircentral




