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Dear Parent s, 
 

This is t he t hird issue of our science newslet ter .  I n t his issue you 
will f ind inform at ion about  m odel building, science not ebooks and 
j ournals, and what  st udents should be doing in this third week of  
the six -week schedule.   I f st udent s are doing an exper im ent  for  
their science fair ent ry , now is the t im e for t hem  t o begin 
experim ent ing!   We have also prov ided a list  of websites t hat  
st udent s can v isit  to obt ain m ore inform at ion, t ut or ials,  and 
project  ideas relat ed t o science.   Finally, st udent s should 
rem em ber t o check t he ÒcountdownÕ calendar  in each issue or  t he 
one posted on t he bullet in board out side the m ain off ice to insure 
that  t hey are on t rack t o com plete t heir project s on t im e.   
 

Th is W eek Õs Tip :  Have project s approved!  
 

Student s m ight  want  t o have t heir science project s approved by  
their teacher before they begin.  Som et im es, teachers would 
prefer a specif ic t ype of project  (experim ent )  depending upon t he 
st udent sÕ grade.  Check w it h your childÕs teacher for clar if icat ion. 
 
The Science Fair Com m it tee 
 
 
 
 
 

Dat es  t o  Rem em b er  
 

Denali Science Fair 
Apr il 7 -  10 

 

State Science Fair 
Apr il 11 -  13 

 
 

Nex t  issu e:   
 

Week 4:  Record & Report  
 

Project :  Research Project  
 

The Project  Display Board 
 

Project  Guidelines 
 

 

Ou t l in e &  I n v est i g at e 
 

Com plete init ial research 
 

Set  up out line for wr it ten report  
 

Start  your  experim ent  or  
dem onst rat ion collect ion 
 

Record your observat ions in your  
science notebook or  journal 
 

Begin collect ing or buy ing m aterials for  
your  display 
 

Pr o j ect :  M ode l  Bu i l d in g  
 

There really is not  that  m uch involved in explaining th is 
type of proj ect .  Basically, you build a scale m odel to 
illust rate a scient ific principle.  The real work for th is type 
of proj ect  is in the display board. Since you w ill be building 
a m odel to recreate and explain a scient if ic concept  you 
will need to conduct  a fair am ount  of research.  Aft er  
describ ing what  you have m ade you will need to explain it s 
funct ion and/ or significance in detail.     
 

Examples: Shadow boxes of land form at ions, a m odel of 
the solar  system .  
 

 

Science Fair Links 

Denali Science Fair Committee 
 

Sonya Davis                       Melissa Mathis 
davis_sonya@asdk12.org             mathis_Melissa@asdk12.org 

Vo lu n t eer s n ee d ed !   Ple ase 
see p ag e  3  f o r  d et a i ls . 



               
  
 
 
 
 
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sci en ce N o t eb o ok s o r  Jo u r n al s 
 

When you begin your proj ect , from  your f irst  
thought  and plans unt il you finish it , you will have a 
lot  of decisions, thoughts, and inform at ion to keep 
t rack of.  You, like m any, m any scient ists, will f ind it  
very useful to keep all your records, notes, and 
observat ions in ONE placeÑ either a bound journal 
or  a binder with pockets.   
 

At  f i r st  r eco r d :   Your quest ions,  lists of what  you 
m ight  t r y, and inform at ion you collect  as you think  
about  your proj ect . 
  

Th en  r eco r d  t h e pa r t s of your project  as you 
decide on them Ñ THE quest ion, the hypothesis, t he 
m ater ials.  
 

Reco r d  t h e st ep s you take as you do your 
exper im ent ;  also record any problem s you 
encounter in the steps you take and the m ater ials 
you use. 
 

Reco r d  t h e r esu l t s you see through wr it ing and 
drawing pictures. You can also take pictures of t he 
results. (Rem em ber that  cer tain things canÕt be 
shown at  t he school because of safet y issues, and 
that  m ost  m ater ial canÕt  be taken into the state 
science fair  either.)  You especially  want  to keep 
good notes and records of each t im e you t ry your 
exper im ent . You wonÕt be able to rem em ber it  all.  
 

Reco r d  t h e i n f o r m at ion  you collect  from  all  
sources including books, the In ternet , people, and 
videos. Be sure you keep a record of  where you got  
each piece or  set  of inform at ion.   YouÕll need to cit e 
your sources at  t he end of your project .    
 

Wi l l  y ou  u se a l l  t h ese n o t es? Yes!  You will be 
able to use them  to wr ite all the par ts of your 
proj ect .  You will also use your notes to record and 
discuss your result s.  ( For exam ple:  How high did 
your plants grow? Was it  m ore on som e days? What  
changed? What  worked? What  didnÕt?)  
 

You m ight  want  to copy a page from  your notes and 
your drawings to include on your display board so 
that  you can show what  a good job you did of 
keeping records and not icing result s.  You w ill 
cer tainly use your notes to show som e of t he 
inform at ion you discovered in your research, but  
also to thank or  give credit  to the people or  
m ater ials that  gave you inform at ion.  
 

You m ay even, like m any fam ous scient ist s, keep 
your notes to look at  another year later .  You can 
use them  to t ry a different  exper im ent  based on the 
one you just  did, especially if i t  turned out  very  
different ly than you thought , or  to t ry different  
var iables, or  just  another way to do the exper im ent .  
 

Addit ional Sources:   
 

ht tp: / / www.scifair.org/ art icles/ steps.shtm l       
 
 

ht tp: / / www.sciencebuddies.org/ science- fair-
proj ect s/ proj ect - laboratory-notebook.pdf 
 

Sci en ce Fai r  Li n k s 
( M an y  h av e sci en ce  an d  lea r n i n g  l i n k s)  

 
ht tp: / / www.alaskasciencefair.org/   ( Our own Alaska 
Science Fair  sit e,  with info, guidelines,  rules and info 
on the state science fair March 9- 11 at  East  High, 
and form s for  regist rat ion.  Anyone can 
go and regist rat ion is quick and easy if  you do it  on-
line ahead of t im e.)   
 
ht tp: / / school.discovery.com / sciencefaircent ral/   (A 
standard source)  
 
ht tp: / / school.discovery.com / sciencefaircent ral/ dysc/   
Sit e includes the Young Scient ist  Challenge for 2007 
with several opt ions (Looking at  previous w inners,  
science and scient ist s in act ion,  and DCYSC Ext ras 
which includes ÔArt icles and Act iv it ies for  StudentsÕ 
with som e very int erest ing science and invent ion 
sites.  There is also a t eacher resource guide that  has 
som e pages for parents, clear  doÕs and donÕts pages, 
and good displays of inform at ion and proj ects. 
 
ht tp: / / www. ipl.org/ div/ kidspace/ proj ectguide/ get t ing
start ed.htm l  ( Always a great  source in how- toÕs and 
in links to info and m ore how- toÕs)  
 
ht tp: / / www. isd77.k12.m n.us/ resources/ cf/ welcom e.h
tm l ( Kid fr iendly,  an excellent  guide t hrough the 
process,  w rit t en by a t eacher/ universit y  professor  
and by kids)  
 
ht tp: / / www. isd77.k12.m n.us/ resources/ cf/ SciProj I nt r
o.htm l  ( Part  of t he one above;  a clear  and sim ple 
walk  t hrough doing a scient ific experim ent)  
 
ht tp: / / www.usc.edu/ CSSF/ Resources/ Get t ingStart ed.
htm l  ( The California Science Fair sit e w it h m any 
links for  the var ious stages and step by step 
guidance.  Also has past  proj ect s and winners for 
int erest ing reading and for ideas.)  
 
ht tp: / / www.cool- science-proj ects.com / index.htm l  
(New to m e but  recom m ended in other sources. )  
 
ht tp: / / physics.usc.edu/ ScienceFairs/   (For  the 
sm orgasbord of science fairs;  includes t he m ajor  
scient ific contest s,  the Nat ional Am er ican I ndian 
Science Fair,  all states w ith www sites and m any 
nat ions.)  
 
For  inform at ion,  t utor ials,  and proj ect  ideas:  
 

ht tp: / / www.biology4kids.com  
ht tp: / / chem 4kids.com  

ht tp: / / physics4kids.com  
ht tp: / / geography4kids.com  

ht tp: / / cosm os4kids.com  
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detach and return bot tom por t ion 

Cal en d ar :  Keep i n g  Yo u r  Pr o j ect  on  Tr ack  
 
This is a schedule of t he steps you should follow t o 
comp lete your project  on t im e.  Our science newslet ters 
will also present  each step in depth over the next  comi ng 
weeks.  Reme mb er,  if you fall behind, or  have started 
late, donÕt  worry , j ust  keep working t o me et  the 
deadline!  
 
( We ek  3 )                    Ma r .   3  -  7  

Out line and Invest igate 
 

 ( Ma r . 1 1 - 1 5   Sp r in g  Br eak )  
 

( We ek  4 )                   M a r . 1 7  -  2 1   
Record and Repor t  

 

( We ek  5 )                   M a r . 2 4  -  2 8  
Define and Refine 

 

( We ek  6 )                  Ma r .  3 1  Ð Ap r . 4  
Finish 

 
Ap r i l  4  -  5  

Pre-Regist rat ion 
    

Ap r i l  7  -  1 0  
       Regist rat ion,  Project  Drop-off  

 
* W ed n esd a y  M ORN I N G,  Ap r i l  9 , i s t h e  ab so lu t e  

l ast  d ay  f o r  p r o j ect s t o  b e  r eg ist e r ed  f o r  j u d g in g !   
Pr o j ect s b r ou g h t  i n  a f t e r  t h i s d a t e  m a y  b e  p u t  o n  

d i sp lay , b u t  w i l l  n o t  b e  j u d g e d  o r  scor ed .   
 

Ap r i l  1 1 -  1 3  
A lask a St a t e  Scie n ce an d  En g i n eer in g  Fa i r   

 

 

Vo lu n t eer s N eed ed !  
 

Are you interested in help ing out  w it h th is yearÕs 
science fair?  I f so, we could certainly use you.  We 
need people for various tasks including registering 
proj ect s, j udging, interview ing students, and 
placing ribbons on projects.   I n addit ion we could 
also use volunteers to collect  groups of students for  
int erv iews, to help organize m ater ials for judging 
and interview ing, t o set  out  refreshm ents for  
volunteers, and to be a gopher for  any needs t hat  
m ight  ar ise.    Details will be provided at  an 
inform at ional m eet ing to be scheduled prior to the 
science fair.   Please f ill out  the form  below and 
return it  to t he basket  in the office if int erested.   Or  
if  you prefer,  you m ay em ail Ms. Davis or  Ms.  
Mathis at  the addresses list ed on t he front  of the 
newslet t er.     

Sci en ce Fai r  Vo l u n t eer  Fo r m  
 
(If you filled in one of the original forms this year, you don’t need to fill in this.  Thank you so much!) 
 
I  can  v o l u n t eer  f o r  t h e sci en ce  f a i r       Nam e _________________________ Ph.  No.  _______________ 
 
Em ail address _______________________________________________  
 
Day s I  am  av a i l ab l e t o  v o lu n t eer  ( p l ease ci r cl e )        
 
Monday, Apr il 7     Tuesday,  April 8      Wednesday, April 9      Thursday,  Apr il 10    Friday,  April 11 
   
W h at  I  am  w i l l in g  t o  d o :  
_____Science Fair  set up ÐFri day afternoon , Apri l 5                 _____Bri nging food for  the judges) 
 
_____Registra tion the morni ngs of Apri l 4 , 7, 8, or  9,               _____Helping with certi fi cates 
      
_____Judging and interviewing students (we tra in you; the system is very  
 organized and streamlined)                                              _____Clean up on Fri . afternoon 
 

Th an k  y o u !   So m eo n e  w i l l  co n t act  y o u  w i t h  d et ai l s an d  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m at i on . 


